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these. The process of Germanization was at once
set going. Marshal von der Goltz had been nominated
military governor of Belgium; governors were ap-
pointed for districts and cities; fines were levied
on the different localities; the clocks were changed
to German time ; German currency was introduced,
and German nomenclature adopted. Everything
was done to convince the Belgian people that the
conquest of Belgium was an accomplished fact.

But the Belgian people obstinately refused to be
convinced. The field army was not content with
the security of Antwerp. On the 24th of August
it made a sortie and took Malines, which commanded
the best railway connection between Germany and
West Flanders. On 27th August three battalions
of British Marines occupied Ostend. With the
British at Ostend, and the Belgians at Malines,
the German forces in West Flanders might be caught
in a trap and the communications on which the
great armies depended seriously imperilled. The
Belgian sortie had the valuable result of depriv-
ing Kluck of reinforcements. A second sortie on
the 9th September gave the Belgians Termonde
and Aerschot, but by the 13th they had retired,
when the Germans brought up a fresh division
of the 3rd Reserve Corps. Thereafter there was
nothing before them but a slow falling back upon
Antwerp, and the enemy began to close in on that
devoted city.

After this gallant diversion the misery which is
inseparable from war increased to something like a
reign of terror. Belgium was a most vulnerable land.
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